ASBMT News  by unknown
JOSEPH ANTIN INSTALLED AS ASBMT
PRESIDENT; NELSON CHAO ELECTED
VICE PRESIDENT
Joseph H. Antin, MD, chief of the
Stem Cell Transplant Program at
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Bos-
ton, has been installed as president of
the American Society for Blood and
Marrow Transplantation.
Nelson J. Chao, MD, professor of
medicine and director of the Division
of Hematology at Duke University
Medical Center, Durham, NC, is the
newly elected vice president, to be-
come president in 2005.
Elected treasurer is C. Fred Le-
Maistre, MD, director of the Texas
Transplant Institute in San Antonio.
The installation of officers and di-
rectors occurred at the ASBMT Annual
Meeting in Keystone, CO.
Newly elected and installed direc-
tors are:
● John F. DiPersio, MD, PhD, Wash-
ington University Medical School,
St. Louis.
● Jan Jansen, MD, PhD, Indiana
Blood and Marrow Transplanta-
tion, Indianapolis.
● Effie Petersdorf, MD, Fred Hutchin-
son Cancer Research Center, Seattle.
Armand Keating, MD, head of the
Department of Medical Oncology
and Hematology at Princess Margaret
Hospital/Ontario Cancer Institute,
was elevated to president-elect, and
will assume the presidency in 2004.
Dr. Keating also is director of the Di-
vision of Hematology–Oncology at
Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto, and
professor of medicine and director of
the Division of Hematology at the
University of Toronto.
STANDARDIZED RFIS INTRODUCED
FOR REPORTING TO PAYERS
For the first time, blood and mar-
row centers now have a standardized
request for information (RFI) form that
can be used for statistical reporting to
third-party payers. Nearly 2 years in
development, the new ASBMT forms
are the product of extensive input
from BMT clinicians and administra-
tors, as well as critique by payer rep-
resentatives. The RFIs can be viewed,
printed and downloaded as interac-
tive forms from the ASBMT Web site at
www.asbmt.org.
“There has been a long-time con-
cern in the BMT community about the
wide variability and inconsistency of
RFI survey instruments,” said Patrick
Stiff, MD, chair of the ASBMT Commit-
tee on Standardized Outcomes Re-
porting and RFIs. “The new standard-
ized RFIs will give BMT centers and
payers the potential of a single set of
forms for reporting data on program
administration and treatment out-
comes. “The objective is more accu-
rate reporting and reduced adminis-
trative burdens and costs,” he said.
The standardized forms are de-
signed for reporting data on both al-
logeneic and autologous hematopoi-
etic stem cell transplantation for adult
and pediatric patients. Several payer
companies have already indicated
that they intend to begin using the
new forms this year.
The draft RFI forms were initially
placed on the ASBMT Web site in Sep-
tember 2002, and a broadcast e-mail
invited members of the society to re-
view and comment on the drafts.
Member recommendations were
considered in the development of a
revised draft that was taken to a
meeting with more than a dozen
payer representatives in October in
Chicago.
The payers expressed strong sup-
port for the standardization effort and
offered additional comments to help
fine-tune the forms. The result was a
set of finished forms (Version 1.0) that
was reviewed and approved by the
ASBMT Board of Directors in Decem-
ber.
The new forms were introduced to
payers in January and to the trans-
plant community at the 2003 Tan-
dem BMT Meetings in Keystone. A
campaign to promote their accep-
tance and use is under way.
“It is anticipated that the forms will
be revised annually, with an updated
version available by the end of each
calendar year,” said Peggy Appel, vice
chair of the ASBMT committe. Ms. Ap-
pel is a member of the Special Interest
Group of BMT center administrative
directors within ASBMT and was re-
sponsible for bringing that group’s
perspective to the project.
“Feedback from ASBMT members
about the forms is encouraged and,
in fact, will be vital to the success of
the RFI forms,” she said.
“We are asking national companies
to disseminate the forms to their
member plans to speed adoption at
the community level,” Dr. Stiff said.
“Judging by the acceptance so far,
we are expecting the standardized
RFIs to be well received and widely
used.”
2003 TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
ARE AVAILABLE ON AUDIOCASSETTE
The plenary sessions, concurrent
sessions, and oral abstracts presented
at the 2003 Tandem BMT Meetings in
Keystone, CO, are available on audio-
cassette. If there are presentations
that you would like to hear again or
pass long to others—or if perhaps
you were unable to attend the ses-
sions—the audiocassettes may be
your answer. A list of the programs
and a form for online credit card or-
ders can be found at www.CME-
unlimited.org/bmt. Also available on
audiocassette are many of the pre-
sentations of the allied health confer-
ences in Keystone.
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